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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 5052 
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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, MY 
SUBJECT: ELECTIONS 

REF: A) KUALA LUMPUR 3991 DTG 090855Z MAY 78, B) KUALA LUMPUR 
A-038, APRIL 28, 1978, C) KUALA LUMPUR A-031, APRIL 1, 

1978, D) KUALA LUMPUR 2100 (NOTAL) DTG 140227Z MAR 78 

1 . IN RECENT WEEKS ELECTION PREPARATIONS HAVE AC- 
CELERATED TO THE POINT THAT NATIONAL ELECTIONS ARE 
NO LONGER VIEWED AS A CONTINGENCY BUT RATHER AS A 
PROBABILITY WITHIN THE COMING EIGHT WEEKS. PARTIES 
ARE REPORTEDLY FINALIZING ELECTION MANIFESTOS AND 
ELECTORAL ALLLES, BOTH FORMAL AND UNOFFICIAL, ARE 
ENTERING INTO SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS ON SEAT ALLOCA- 
TIONS. MEANWHILE THE ELECTION COMMISSION HAS ANNOUNCED 
THE DESIGNATION OF SOME 4.451 POLLING "STATIONS" 

IN THE 1 14 PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES IN 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA AND THE APPOINTMENT OF STAFF 
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TO MAN THESE. GHAFAR BABA. SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE RULING NATIONAL FRONT COALITION. REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT ELECTIONS FOR STATE ASSEMBLY SEATS WOULD 
NOT BE HELD AT THIS TIME IN SARAWAK, SABAH AND 
KELANTAN (KELANTAN ELECTED A NEW STATE ASSEMBLY 
THIS PAST MARCH, SABAH HELD ELECTIONS IN APRIL 
1976, AND THE SARAWAK STATE ASSEMBLY'S FIVE-YEAR 
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TERM EXPIRES IN AUGUST 1979. THE NATIONAL PARLIA- 
MENT AND OTHER STATE ASSEMBLIES TERMS ALSO EXPIRE 
IN AUGUST 1979, BUT SPECIAL CONDITIONS IN SARAWAK 
WILL CAUSE THE STATE ELECTION TO BE DELAYED THERE 
AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. SEE REF C). ELECTION COM 
MISSIONER DATUK ABDUL KADIR TALIB INDICATED 
THAT ELECTIONS FOR PARLIAMENTARY SEATS IN SABAH 
AND SARAWAK WOULD PROBABLY BEGIN AT THE SAME 
TIME AS THE ELCTIONS ELSEWHERE BUT POLLING WOULD 
TAKE 14 DAYS IN SARAWAK AND 8 DAYS IN SABAH DUE 
TO TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS IN THOSE 
STATES. 

2. ALL ALONG THERE HAS BEEN SOME QUESTION 
WHETHER NATIONAL ELECTIONS WOULD PRECEDE OR 
FOLLOW THE UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY/TRIENNIAL PARTY 
ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 22-25. INCLUDING THE 
POSSIBILITY THE ASSEMBLY MIGHT BE POSTPONED 

(SEE REF B); WITH EACH PASSING DAY IT NOW APPEARS 
MORE LIKELY, THOUGH, THAT THE GA WILL BE HELD ON 
SCHEDULE AND NATIONAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD IN 
JULY. FURTHERMORE, ALTHOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THE PRIME MINISTER HAS YET TO DECIDE ON A PRECISE 
DATE FOR POLLS, THERE ARE STRONG INDICATORS THAT 
THEY MAY TAKE PLACE IN LATE JULY, INCLUDING THE 
FACT THAT WE HAVE BEEN TOLD IN CONFIDENCE BY 
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KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES THAT POLICE LEAVE HAS BEEN 
CANCELLED FOR THE PERIOD JULY 15 TO AUGUST 5. 

(THE MUSLIM FASTING MONTH BEGINS AUGUST 3 OR 4 
WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE ELECTIONS IN THAT TIME 
FRAME.) 

3. FROM THE USG PERSPECTIVE THE ONLY RELEVANCE 
OF THE ELECTION DATE IS THE POSSIBLE IMPACT ON 
VISITS HERE OR HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS INVOLVING 
MALAYSIAN PARTICIPATION OVERSEAS. IF INDEED 
ELECTIONS ARE CONTEMPLATED FOR LATE JULY THIS 
MIGHT EXPLAIN MALAYSIAN RETICENCE REGARDING THE 
INTIT AL PROPOSAL OF LATE JULY DATES FOR THE 
NEXT ROUND IN THE ASEAN-US DIALOGUE. 

ROSENTHAL 
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